J72                              RECOLLECTIONS
The welfare of India was one of the objects dearest to the leart of Queen Victoria. By me, ever since my visit in 1875, he interests of India, its Princes and Peoples, have been patched with an affectionate solicitude that time cannot weaken. My dear Son, the Prince of Wales, and the Princess >f Wales, returned from their sojourn among you with warm Attachment to your land, and true and earnest interest in its veil-being and content. These sincere feelings of active ympathy and hope for India on the part of my Royal House Lnd Line, only represent, and they do most truly represent, he deep and united will and purpose of the people of this kingdom.
May divine protection and favour strengthen the wisdom ind mutual good-will that are needed, for the achievement >f a task as glorious as was ever committed to rulers and lubjects in any State or Empire of recorded time.st, the principle of representative institutions began to be gradually introduced, and the time has come when, in the judgment of my Viceroy and Governor-General and others of my counsellors, that principle may be prudently extended. Important classes among you, representing ideas that have been fostered and encouraged by British rule, claim equality of citizenship, and a greater share in legislation and government. The politic satisfaction of such a claim will strengthen, not impair, existing authority and power. Administration will be all the more efficient, if the officers who conduct it have greater opportunities of regular contact with those whom it affects, and with those who influence and reflect common opinion about it. I will not speak of the measures that are now being diligently framed for these objects. They will speedily be made known to you, and will, I am very confident, mark a notable stage in the beneficent progress of your affairs.
